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Introduction 

The undivided Andhra Pradesh represents first rank in the proportion of agricultural labour. The 

Census of India reported that the proportion of cultivators had declined and the proportion of 

agricultural labour had increased. According to 2011 Census, the total workforce in Andhra 

Pradesh (divided Andhra Pradesh total population 4, 93, 867, 99) has 46.51 per cent (2, 29, 

69,906). Among total workers, main workers were 83.72 per cent (1, 92, 31,167), marginal 

workers were 16.27 per cent (37, 38739) and non-workers were 53.49 per cent (2, 64, 16,893). 

Among the main workers, cultivators were 15.97 per cent (30, 70,723), agricultural labourer 

were 44.50 per cent(85,57,567), household industry were 2.74  per cent(527857), and other 

workers were 36.79 per cent(70,75,020). The present study attempts to deal with the proportion 

of agricultural labour in inter-district analysis and also explore wage rate of these workers. This 

study explores different agricultural occupational wage rate of agricultural labourers for male, 

female and child at district level.  This paper divided into five sections. The second section deals 

on sources and methodology. Third section provided the proportion of agricultural labours at 

district level. Fourth section presents agricultural wage rates likes’ field labour wage rate, other 

agricultural labour wage rate and heads man wage rate. The final section presents conclusion.   
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Section II 

Sources and Methodology 

For agricultural labour, the Primary Abstract of Census Report of the district level date was used 

in the study. For wage rate of agricultural labours there are five major sources; (i) Agricultural 

Wages in India (AWI), (ii) Rural Labour Enquiry Reports (RLP), (iii) National Sample Survey 

Organization (NNSO) reports, (iv) Wage Rate in Rural India (WRI), and (v) Cost of Cultivation 

Survey of Committee on Agricultural Cost and Prices (CACP). These different sources used 

different methodology for collection data at the ground level. In the present study AWI was used. 

The methodology of the AWI had criticised by many scholars and even though, it is full 

comprehensive data at the district level. Only AWI supply to different occupations likes plough 

man, transplanting, weeding, repair and harvest, other agricultural labour, heads man. This AWI 

also provided male, female and child labour for monthly wise from June to July since 1950. The 

AWI provided field labour, other agricultural labour and herdsman for Andhra Pradesh. In this 

study explore the real wage rate from 2000-01 to 2013-14 and the compound annual growth rate 

was calculated. The money wage rate was converted with facilitate of the deflator of Consumer 

Price Index of Agricultural Labourers (CPIAL) on the basis of 1986-87 base year.   

Section III 

Agricultural Labour  

Table 1 shows the number of number of agricultural labour and proportion of agricultural labour 

in Andhra Pradesh. Among the main workers, 44.50 per cent of workers were belong to the 

agricultural labour, which was 24.38per cent was male and 20.12 per cent were female.   Out of 

13 districts, West-Godavari district represents highest proportion of agricultural labourers (57.93 

per cent), followed by East-Godavari (50.23 per cent), Kurnool (49.45 per cent), Prakasam 

(49.30 per cent), Guntur (49.16 per cen), Srikulam (47.24 per cent), Krishna (46.60 per cent), 

Vizianagram (43.99 per cent), Nellore (42.41 per cent), Anantapur (38.89 per cent), Cuddapa 

(36.88 per cent), Chittor (36.24 per cent) and Visakhapatnam (25.42 per cent). For gender 

perspectives, out of 13 states, four states correspondingly higher proportion of female 

agricultural labourers, which were Guntur, Prakasam, Kurnool, and Anantapur districts.    
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Table 1: Number and Proportion of Agricultural Labour in Andhra Pradesh (Main 
Workers Only) 

Districts 
Agricultural labourers Percent 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 
Srikakulam 2,41,086 2,01,209 4,42,295 25.75 21.49 47.24 
Vizianagaram 2,12,812 2,06,527 4,19,339 22.33 21.67 43.99 
Visakhapatnam 2,11,094 1,65,479 3,76,573 14.25 11.17 25.42 
East Godavari 6,48,809 2,29,275 8,78,084 37.11 13.12 50.23 
West Godavari 5,64,273 3,24,542 8,88,815 36.78 21.15 57.93 
Krishna 4,47,722 3,65,415 8,13,137 25.66 20.94 46.60 
Guntur 5,08,448 5,27,121 10,35,569 24.14 25.03 49.16 
Prakasam 3,47,300 3,74,212 7,21,512 23.73 25.57 49.30 
Nellore 2,58,347 1,98,245 4,56,592 24.00 18.41 42.41 
Cuddapa 2,04,157 1,94,148 3,98,305 18.91 17.98 36.88 
Kurnool 4,10,120 4,58,954 8,69,074 23.34 26.11 49.45 
Anantapur 3,14,818 3,38,344 6,53,162 18.74 20.14 38.89 
Chittoor 3,19,664 2,85,446 6,05,110 19.14 17.09 36.24 
Total 46,88,650 38,68,917 85,57,567 24.38 20.12 44.50 

Sources and Note: Primary Census of India, 2011 Census, and Percent calculated on the 
basis of total main workers in the respective districts.  

Section IV 

Agricultural Wage Rate 

This section analysis the trends, magnitude and growth rate of field labour, other agricultural 

labour and heads man from the period of 2000-01 to 2013-14 for male, female and child at 

district level. The money wage rate was higher than the real wage rate in all operations for male, 

female and child. In this study, the presents for real wage rate and not for money wage rate.  

(1) Filed Labour Wage Rate  

The field real wage rate of male, female and child is presented in the table 2. For male filed wage 

rate in 2000-01, the highest real wage rate was registered Rs. 17.21 in Krishna district and the 

lowest wage rate was Rs.11.70 in Chittoor district. In the same period, the highest female wage 

rate was Rs.15.34 in Prakasam district and the lowest wage rate was Rs. 8.94 in Vijianagram 

district. In the case of child wage rate was Rs. 12.62 and Rs.5.91 for highest and lowest wage 

rate in Nellore district and Kurnool district respectively. In 2013-14, the highest wage rate for 

male was Rs.37.1 and for female was Rs.27.9 in Visakhpatnam and Guntur respectively. For 
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child labour, there was absence of report after 2010-11 in all operations. For growth rate, all the 

districts represent positive growth rate form male and female. For male highest growth rate was 

registered in the Guntur district and for female was Kurnool, which was 10.03 per cent and 9.61 

per cent respectively. The lowest wage rate of male was Rs.4.89 and female was Rs. 5.02, which 

was Krishna district and East Godavari district respectively. The reporting child labour growth 

rate is meaningless due absence of wage rate subsequent to 2010-11. 

(2) Other Agricultural Wage Rate 

In 2000-01, the highest male real wage rate was registered in East Godavari district (see table 3), 

which was Rs.17.48 For female and child was Rs.14.46 in Chittoor district. The lowest wage rate 

of male was Rs.9.57, female was Rs. 7.68, child was Rs.5.34 in Vijianagaram district. During 

2013-14, the highest real wage rate was Rs, 37.26 for male in Cuddapha district. For female was 

Rs.23.25in West-Godavari district. The lowest wage rate was Rs.21.85 in Vijianagaram district 

for male and for female was Rs. 18.29 in Srikakulam, Krishna, Kurnool and Anantpur district. 

For growth rate, the entire district reported positive growth rate for male and female. However, 

female growth rate were highest in three districts. The highest growth rate for male was 10.03 

per cent in Guntur district and for female was 9.61 per cent in Kurnool and West Godavari 

district. The lowest growth rate of male was 4.87 per cent in Srikakulam district and for female 

was 4.24 per cent in Nellore district. 

 

(3) Headsman Wage Rate  

The highest male and female headsman real wage rate was registered in Nellore and Guntur 

district (see table 4), which was Rs, 15.77 for male and for female was Rs. 12.62 in 2000-01. The 

lowest wage rate was Rs.5.78 for male in Vijianagram district and female was Rs.4.73, child was 

Rs.3.15 in Kurnool district.  During 2013-14, the highest real wage rate was registered in 

Srikakulam district for male, which was Rs.24.51 and female was Rs, 22.40 in Anantapur 

district. The lowest real wage rate was Rs, 13.11 in Vijianagram district for male and Rs.18.29 

for female in West Godavari district. For growth rate, the highest growth rate was registered for 

male was 13.26 per cent in Anantpur district and female was 12.07 per cent in West Godavari 

district. The lowest growth rate was registered for male in Guntur district and for female in 

Krishna district, which was 3.45 per cent and -28.04 per cent respectively,  
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Section V 

Conclusion  

An agricultural worker in Andhra Pradesh has 60.47 per cent and 39.5 per cent of workers were 

non-agricultural workers, which was 15.91 of cultivators and 44.50 per cent was agricultural 

labour.  The wage rates of agricultural workers have increased for both money wage rate and real 

wage rate. The money wage rates have to a great extent than real wage rate in all operations for 

male and female. In the inter-district analysis report states that the wage disparity have sustained 

and gender difference have extend in all operation and all districts.  
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Table 2: Field Labour Real Wage Rate- 2000-01 to 2013-14. 
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Table 3: Other Agricultural Real Wage Rate-2000-01 to 2013-14 
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9 7.02 

Female 

12
.6
2 

12.
33 

10.
63 

 

12.
14 

11.
23 

9.9
8 

12.
40 

15.
67 

16.
30 

16.
6 

18.
53 

20.
19 

21
.3
4 5.14 

Child 

10
.6
5 

9.2
8 

7.7
1 

 

8.4
0 

8.0
9 

9.0
4 

10.
08 

13.
60 

13.
59 

    
4.04 

Nellor
e 

               

Male 

13
.0
1 

10.
39 

17.
54 

 

11.
20 

10.
78 

19.
95 

17.
05 

18.
60 

17.
96 

24.
9 

27.
65 

26.
05 

34
.1
5 8.20 

Female 

11
.8
3 

9.9
8 

11.
70 

 

11.
20 

10.
78 

19.
95 

12.
40 

9.8
1 

7.2
5 

16.
6 

18.
96 

20.
56 

20
.1
2 4.24 

Child 

10
.6
5 

9.1
5 

8.9
0 

  

6.7
4 

 

9.9
7 

10.
33 

     
-0.49 

Kurno
ol 

               Male 15 15. 15.
 

13. 14. 12. 12. 20. 22. 24. 28. 27. 25 5.76 
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.7
7 

24 95 07 13 74 40 14 80 6 29 74 .2
8 

Female 
9.
73 

9.1
5 

8.7
7 

 

7.4
7 

7.3
9 

7.4
0 

5.8
1 

14.
12 

17.
51 

17.
6 

19.
89 

19.
78 

18
.2
9 8.03 

Child 
6.
31 

6.1
0 

6.3
8 

 

5.6
0 

4.3
1 

        
-6.11 

Chitto
or 

               

Male 

17
.3
5 

18.
29 

16.
75 

17.
29 

16.
11 

15.
72 

14.
96 

16.
28 

16.
87 

19.
02 

27.
6 

33.
43 

40.
93 

36
.5
9 6.63 

Female 

14
.4
6 

15.
24 

13.
82 

14.
41 

14.
24 

13.
48 

12.
47 

13.
76 

14.
63 

15.
40 

22.
4 

25.
45 

22.
74 

20
.7
3 4.13 

Child 

14
.4
6 

15.
24 

14.
29 

14.
41 

14.
01 

12.
69 

12.
47 

12.
60 

12.
40 

10.
87 

    
-3.09 

East 
Godav
ari 

               

Male 

17
.4
8 

16.
08 

15.
82 

15.
73 

15.
87 

15.
27 

14.
85 

19.
57 

25.
48 

30.
19 

31.
8 

23.
5 

29.
27 

34
.8
9 6.60 

Female 

13
.9
3 

13.
03 

13.
02 

13.
09 

13.
07 

12.
69 

12.
13 

15.
89 

17.
73 

20.
68 

19.
5 

18.
09 

23.
53 

18
.7 

4.41 

Child 
9.
94 

9.5
6 

9.9
7 

10.
09 

10.
27 

10.
22 

9.1
8 

10.
47 

13.
60 

9.5
1 

    
1.24 

Anant
pur 

               

Male 
 

10.
53 

10.
23 

  

17.
81 

12.
47 

14.
34 

19.
11 

21.
89 

27 
23.
48 

29.
9 

31
.7
1 9.43 

Female 
 

9.0
1 

8.9
0 

  

9.6
1 

10.
49 

9.8
8 

14.
98 

16.
30 

20.
3 

15.
18 

19.
1 

18
.2
9 7.86 

Child 
 

8.8
7 

8.7
7 

  

8.4
2 

9.9
8 

9.3
0 

11.
54 

10.
87 

    
3.26 

Cudda
pha 

               

Male 
      

19.
95 

18.
60 

16.
53 

14.
49 

18.
5 

24.
28 

34.
11 

37
.2
6 11.05 
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Female 
      

14.
96 

13.
95 

12.
40 

10.
87 

14.
5 

17.
03   1.82 

Child 
      

7.4
8 

6.9
8 

7.0
6 

6.3
4 

    
-4.73 

Visakh
apatna
m 

               

Male 
      

23.
79 

26.
07 

26.
69 

23.
19 

29.
6 

32.
44 

40.
61 

33
.8
7 6.79 

Female 
      

17.
56 

18.
31 

16.
87 

14.
31 

19.
5 

18.
71 

19.
78 

19
.5
1 2.09 

Child 
       

9.3
0 

10.
33 

10.
87 

    
8.10 

Sources: Derived from Money Wage Rate of AWI.  

Table4: Herdsman Real Wage Rate-2000-01 to 2013-14 

Distric
ts 

20
00
- 

01 

200
1-
02 

200
2-
03 

200
3-
04 

200
4-
05 

200
5-
06 

200
6-
07 

200
7-
08 

200
8-
09 

20
0-
10 

201
0-
11 

201
1-
12 

201
2-
13 

20
13
- 

14 

Grow
th 

Rate 
Srikak
ulam 

               

Male 

12
.6
2 

12.
33 

14.
62 

14.
41 

15.
41 

18.
64 

16.
83 

14.
73 

17.
05 

21.
29 

23.
2 

19.
46 

20.
24 

24
.5
1 4.77 

Vijian
agara
m 

               

Male 
5.
78 

6.1
0 

6.3
8 

6.3
4 

6.9
1 

7.1
9 

7.2
7 

11.
82 

13.
95 

10.
87 

10.
6 

11.
98 

13.
3 

13
.1
1 7.57 

Female 
          

 
5.9
9   

 
Child 

4.
84 

5.1
8 

5.3
7 

5.1
9 

5.7
2 

6.3
8 

6.0
7 

7.3
6 

8.5
2 

6.3
4 

    
5.02 

West 
Godav
ari 

               

Male 
9.
73 

10.
39 

8.7
7 

8.7
7 

12.
02 

14.
82 

13.
72 

12.
11 

9.5
6 

10.
95 

14.
9 

16.
23 

15.
63 

19
.6
3 4.72 

Female 8.
  

8.6
      

12. 18.
 

18 12.07 
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80 
 

15 5 4 71 .2
9 

Child 
4.
86 

4.5
7 

4.3
9 

5.1
1 

8.7
5 

9.4
3 

8.7
3 

22.
67 

7.2
3 

8.4
5 

    
11.58 

Krishn
a 

               

Male 
 

9.1
5 

 

10.
09 

14.
01 

 

18.
45 

 

10.
33 

 

  
18.
19 

21
.1
4 6.58 

Female 
   

5.7
6 

5.6
0 

     

 
37.
43 

17.
58 

19
.3
8 

-
28.04 

Child 
 

6.1
0 

             Guntu
r 

               

Male 

15
.7
7 

15.
24 

14.
62 

 

14.
01 

 

15.
79 

20.
93 

20.
66 

18.
04 

24.
2 

22.
33 

21.
15 

18
.2
9 3.45 

Female 

12
.6
2 

12.
20 

11.
70 

 

11.
20 

 

11.
85 

11.
05 

10.
33 

14.
49 

    
-0.08 

Child 

10
.7
5 

10.
53 

10.
23 

 

10.
15 

 

11.
85 

26.
55 

10.
33 

9.0
6 

    
2.25 

Prakas
am 

               

Male 
8.
62 

9.2
8 

8.7
7 

 

16.
81 

15.
95 

9.9
8 

17.
05 

19.
80 

19.
93 

19.
9 

22.
08 

19.
1 

19
.9
2 7.49 

Female 
7.
47 

7.4
8 

7.3
1 

       
    -1.05 

Child 
6.
83 

6.2
4 

5.8
5 

 

11.
20 

10.
78 

 

9.3
0 

      
8.68 

Nellor
e 

               

Male 

15
.7
7 

15.
24 

14.
62 

 

14.
24 

12.
58 

9.9
8 

16.
47 

15.
67 

12.
76 

16.
6 

16.
77  

20
.4
3 1.79 

Female 

12
.6
2 

12.
20 

10.
37 

 

8.4
0 

8.2
0 

 

8.9
1 

8.2
6 

8.7
6 

13.
3 

14.
97   

0.25 

Child 
12
.6

12.
20 

9.0
4 

 

5.6
0 

5.3
9 

9.9
8 

6.5
9 

8.0
9 

6.9
4 

    
-5.60 
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2 
Kurno
ol 

               

Male 
6.
31 

6.1
0 

6.5
1 

 

12.
25 

11.
84 

10.
87 

10.
14 

12.
14 

14.
72 

15.
2 

17.
24 

22.
17 

22
.2
8 10.55 

Female 
4.
73 

4.5
7 

4.5
2 

 

9.1
5 

9.1
4 

8.1
7 

7.5
8 

7.6
9 

 
    8.65 

Child 
3.
15 

3.0
5 

3.0
6 

           
-1.56 

Chitto
or 

               
Male 

  

11.
70 

11.
53 

11.
20 

11.
46 

10.
08 

15.
12 

18.
60 

16.
30     6.75 

Female 
  

9.7
5 

8.6
5 

9.1
0 

11.
01 

9.9
8 

13.
57 

16.
53 

14.
49   

40.
93  8.84 

Child 
  

8.7
7 

8.6
5 

8.4
0 

8.9
8 

8.3
1 

8.9
1 

      
0.09 

East 
Godav
ari 

               

Male 
6.
23 

6.1
0 

5.8
5 

5.7
6 

5.6
0 

5.3
9 

4.9
9 

4.6
5 

9.8
1 

12.
39 

11.
6 

17.
65 

19.
78 

20
.1
2 11.30 

Female 
   

4.6
1 

  

3.9
9 

   
  

19.
1  

 
Child 

5.
68 

4.8
8 

4.6
8 

 

4.4
8 

4.3
1 

3.9
9 

3.7
2 

4.4
1 

9.9
6 

    
1.65 

Anant
pur 

               

Male 
 

7.6
2 

7.3
1 

  

7.1
9 

6.2
3 

5.8
1 

6.3
7 

5.8
9 

33.
2 

31.
59 

24.
67 

23
.1
7 13.36 

Female 
 

7.6
2 

7.3
1 

  

6.9
0 

6.2
3 

5.8
1 

5.1
7 

5.5
9 

24.
9 

30.
84 

25.
32 

22
.4 12.71 

Child 
 

7.6
2 

7.3
1 

  

6.7
4 

6.2
3 

5.8
1 

5.1
7 

4.5
3 

    
-5.92 

Cudda
pha 

               

Male 
        

10.
33 

9.0
6 

8.2
9 

14.
97  

21
.9
5 21.17 

Female 
      

9.9
8 

9.3
0 

8.2
6 

7.2
5 

6.6
3 

10.
48  

18
.2 8.81 
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9 

Child 
      

7.4
8 

6.9
8 

7.1
5 

6.3
4 

    
-4.61 

Visakh
apatna
m 

               

Male 
      

9.7
7 

12.
16 

16.
87 

16.
30 

14.
5 

13.
97 

23.
74 

21
.9
5 10.43 

Female 
      

6.2
3 

7.7
2 

10.
33 

 
    

 
Child 

       

9.3
0 

10.
16 

10.
87 

    
8.10 

Sources: Derived from Money Wage Rate of AWI.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 
         
 

 

  

   
 

   

 
 


